Chapter 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1.1 Authority and purpose

In accordance with the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes (La RS) 33:101 et seq., and particularly
La RS 33:112, and in order to promote the health, safety, convenience, morals, and general welfare of
the community, to ensure orderly development of property; provide for the proper arrangement,
width, naming of streets in relation to other existing or planned streets that provide adequate and
convenient traffic circulation including access for emergency vehicles; and ensure the adequacy of
vehicular parking, utilities, and open space, the following regulations are adopted by the Planning
Commission.

These regulations divide the City-Parish into zoning districts and within the districts regulate and restrict
the height, placement, and size of buildings and other structures; the size of yards, courts, and other
open spaces; the location and amount of parking; and the location and use of buildings, structures and
land for trade, industry, residence, and other purposes; establish appropriate regulatory bodies and
prescribe their powers and duties; provide penalties for the violation of the chapter and repeal all
ordinances in conflict herewith.

The provisions in the Unified Development Code were originally adopted and became effective on
November 20, 1996.

Section 1.2 Relationship to Adopted Plans

The regulations established by this Unified Development Code implement the comprehensive plan
adopted by the Metropolitan Council for the purpose of promoting health, safety, morals, and the
general welfare of the community. They have been designed to lessen congestion in the streets; to
secure safety from fire, panic and other dangers; to provide adequate light and air; to prevent
overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; to facilitate the adequate provision
of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements. They have been made
with reasonable consideration among other things, to the character of the district, and its peculiar
suitability for the particular uses; and with a view of conserving the value of buildings and encouraging
the most appropriate use of land throughout the community.

Section 1.3 Interpretation of the Unified Development Code

In interpreting and applying the provisions of the Unified Development Code, the promotion of the
public safety, health, convenience, comfort, morals, prosperity, and general welfare shall be held to be
the minimum requirements. It is not intended by the Unified Development Code to interfere with or
abrogate or annul any easements, covenants, or other agreements between parties, except that where
a conflict may exist or develop between the regulations and restrictions, or other applicable legal
restrictive regulations, then the more restrictive regulations shall control.

Section 1.4 Minimum Requirements
Use of all premises in the City-Parish shall be in accordance with the standards established in this Unified
Development Code, which shall be considered the minimum standards permitted.



Section 1.5 Fees
The amount associated with all fees referenced in this Unified Development Code may be found in
Appendix B of this code.

Section 1.6 Severability

Should any section or provision of this Unified Development Code be declared invalid by judgment or
court order, the remaining sections or provisions shall remain valid and in full force and effect.
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